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Introduction 

Indian agriculture, vital for the livelihoods of over half the population, faces numerous 

challenges such as land fragmentation, low productivity, and water scarcity. With more than 

86% of farmers cultivating small plots, access to modern technology is limited, leading to 

inefficiencies. The reliance on unpredictable monsoon rains and the over-extraction of 

groundwater jeopardizes crop yields, while soil degradation from chemical fertilizers 

exacerbates the situation. Additionally, post-harvest losses from inadequate storage and 

transportation diminish farmer incomes, and many lack access to crucial market information, 

making them susceptible to price exploitation (Mayele et al., 2024). Climate change further 

intensifies these challenges with an increase in extreme weather events. However, artificial 

intelligence (AI) presents transformative solutions. AI applications in precision farming help 

farmers optimize water and fertilizer use, significantly enhancing crop yields and reducing 

costs. Predictive analytics improve weather forecasting and pest management, enabling timely 

interventions (Priyan, 2021). AI-powered platforms also streamline the supply chain by 

connecting farmers directly to consumers, improving market access and reducing waste. 

Furthermore, automation through AI-driven robots and drones increases efficiency in farming 

operations, decreasing reliance on manual labor. By adopting AI technologies, Indian 

The Role of AI in Modernizing Indian Agriculture 
 

Mummasani Asritha*1, Kesamreddy Lokeshwar1, Golla Gowtham2, 

Kotresh D.J.3, Kadagonda Nithin Kumar4 and Mohammad Shaik 

Shahid5 

1Ph.D. Scholar, Department of Agronomy, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, 

Coimbatore - 641003 
2Ph.D. Scholar, Centre for Agricultural Nanotechnology, Tamil Nadu Agricultural 

University - Coimbatore - 641003 
3Ph.D. Scholar, Department of Agronomy, Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New 

Delhi - 110012 
4Ph.D. Scholar, Department of Agronomy, University of Agricultural Sciences, Bengaluru 

- 560065 
5M.Sc. Scholar, Department of Agronomy, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi - 221005 

 

ARTICLE ID: 40 

 



Vol. 5 Issue- 3, November 2024                                                              (e-ISSN: 2582-8223) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

www.justagriculture.in                                                                
 

 

P
ag

e2
3

6
 

agriculture can address its challenges, boosting productivity and sustainability for a brighter 

future. 

Artificial intelligence in modernizing agriculture  

Precision Farming: Optimizing Inputs for Maximum Yield:  

Precision farming is an innovative agricultural approach that utilizes AI-driven tools to 

enhance crop yields while reducing resource usage, including water, fertilizers, and pesticides. 

By integrating data from sensors, satellite imagery, drones, and machine learning algorithms, 

precision farming empowers farmers to make informed, data-backed decisions that improve 

efficiency and sustainability in their practices. AI-powered precision agriculture tools optimize 

irrigation, fertilization, and pest management, leading to lower input costs and reduced 

environmental impact. Technologies such as variable rate technology (VRT) and AI-driven 

irrigation systems facilitate precise resource utilization, resulting in higher crop yields and 

water conservation. 

Examples of Companies Offering Precision Farming Solutions 

Several companies are pioneering AI-driven precision farming solutions in India, helping 

farmers enhance productivity and resource management: 

1. CropIn: CropIn is an agritech company that provides an AI-driven smart farming 

platform, offering real-time weather updates, soil health information, and crop growth 

monitoring. This enables farmers to make informed decisions regarding irrigation, 

fertilization, and pest management, optimizing yields and reducing waste. 

2. Fasal: Fasal is an AI-powered precision agriculture platform that utilizes IoT sensors 

to track environmental factors such as soil moisture and temperature. It offers farmers 

real-time, customized recommendations for irrigation, fertilization, and spraying, 

enabling them to optimize resources, lower costs, and boost productivity. Fasal's 

technology is particularly advantageous for horticultural crops, where precise 

management is essential for achieving higher yields. 

3. Intello Lab: Intello Labs utilizes AI and computer vision to evaluate crop quality and 

detect diseases at an early stage. Farmers can monitor crop health and pinpoint stressed 

areas for targeted intervention using satellite imagery and smartphone cameras. The 

platform also aids in crop sorting and grading, ensuring that farmers obtain fair prices 

for their products. 
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4. Aibono: Aibono provides an AI-driven precision farming platform that delivers 

insights on crop health, soil conditions, and market demand. It assists farmers in 

optimizing the timing of planting, harvesting, and inputs to increase yields and lower 

costs. Furthermore, Aibono connects farmers with buyers to help them secure better 

prices and mitigate market risks. 

 

Precision farming  

1. Predictive Analytics: Forecasting for Better Decision-Making 

One of the most impactful uses of AI in agriculture is predictive analytics for forecasting 

weather conditions and crop diseases. AI-powered predictive models examine extensive 

historical data, real-time satellite imagery, and sensor data to deliver highly accurate forecasts, 

enabling farmers to plan effectively and take preventive measures. These insights are especially 

vital in India, where erratic weather patterns and crop diseases can result in significant losses 

for farmers. 

1) AI-Based Weather Predictions: India’s agriculture, dependent on the monsoon, 

encounters difficulties from unpredictable weather caused by climate change. AI-driven 

weather forecasting models assist farmers in anticipating rainfall and extreme events, 

allowing them to make timely decisions regarding irrigation, planting, and harvesting 

to reduce crop damage. 

2) Crop Disease Forecasting: AI-powered tools forecast and prevent crop diseases by 

examining soil health, weather conditions, and historical data, while real-time imaging 

identifies early signs of infestations. This facilitates prompt interventions, decreasing 

the spread of diseases and reducing the need for chemicals. 
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3. Automation and Robotics: Revolutionizing Farm Operations: A Automation and 

robotics are significantly transforming agriculture by boosting productivity and 

efficiency while decreasing reliance on manual labor. AI-driven drones, autonomous 

tractors, and robotic machinery are changing farming practices by automating tasks like 

planting, weeding, irrigation, and harvesting. These technological advancements not 

only enhance resource utilization but also greatly lessen the need for human effort, 

making agriculture more efficient and scalable, particularly in areas with labor 

shortages. 

AI-Powered Drones and Robotic Machinery for Agriculture: AI-powered drones equipped 

with advanced sensors monitor crop health, identify water stress, and detect pests by gathering 

real-time data from the fields. This allows farmers to evaluate crop conditions and focus 

treatment on specific underperforming areas, optimizing resource usage and improving crop 

health (Ali, 224). Additionally, robotic machinery, such as autonomous tractors and harvesters, 

improves farm operations by carrying out tasks like planting and weeding with minimal human 

involvement, enhancing efficiency and decreasing herbicide application. 

 

Robotic machinery in agriculture  

Supply Chain Optimization: Bridging Farm to Market Gaps 

 AI’s Role in Streamlining the Agricultural Supply Chain: AI can enhance the 

efficiency of India's intricate agricultural supply chain by offering real-time data, 

improving logistics, and forecasting demand, thereby minimizing delays and losses. It 

facilitates better collaboration among farmers, wholesalers, and retailers, while AI-

powered inventory management helps maintain ideal storage conditions and predict 

demand, reducing spoilage and market fluctuations (Kumari et al., 2023). 

 Reducing Food Wastage and Improving Farmer Profits: AI reduces food wastage 

in Indian agriculture by optimizing the timing of harvests, enhancing storage 
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conditions, and forecasting market demand. AI tools help lower spoilage, advise 

farmers on crop selection and quantities, and offer real-time market insights, allowing 

them to secure better prices and boost profitability. 

Example: DeHaat 

DeHaat is a technology platform that links smallholder farmers with institutional 

buyers. Leveraging AI, it offers farmers market insights, weather updates, and tailored crop 

recommendations. By providing real-time pricing information and market trends, DeHaat 

enables farmers to make smarter decisions on when and where to sell their crops, minimizing 

losses due to market fluctuations and boosting profitability. Additionally, the platform 

streamlines the supply chain by managing logistics and storage, helping to further reduce waste. 

Sustainable Farming Practices: AI for a Greener Future 

 AI-Driven Solutions for Water Conservation and Eco-Friendly Farming: Water is 

a vital yet scarce resource in agriculture, especially in water-stressed regions such as 

India. With unpredictable monsoon patterns and growing water demands from urban 

areas, efficient water management is crucial for sustainable farming. AI-powered 

solutions assist farmers in conserving water by optimizing irrigation schedules, tracking 

soil moisture levels, and forecasting rainfall patterns. 

 AI for Precision Irrigation: AI-powered precision irrigation systems conserve water 

by analyzing soil and weather data to deliver the optimal amount directly to plant roots, 

ensuring high crop yields, particularly in dry regions like Rajasthan. 

 Eco-Friendly Farming with AI: AI supports sustainable farming by optimizing 

fertilizer use and predicting pest outbreaks, allowing precise applications that cut 

chemical usage, lower costs, and reduce environmental impact. 

 Promoting Climate-Smart Agriculture Through AI: AI supports climate-smart 

agriculture by boosting productivity, increasing resilience to extreme weather, and 

lowering carbon emissions, aiding farmers in adapting to climate change challenges. 

 AI-Powered Climate Prediction and Risk Management: AI aids climate-smart 

agriculture by predicting climate risks through historical data and satellite imagery, 

helping farmers make informed choices on crops and resource management to reduce 

climate variability impacts. 
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 Carbon Footprint Reduction: AI tools help farmers cut their carbon footprint by 

optimizing resources, encouraging no-till farming, and improving sustainable livestock 

management to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Crop and Soil Monitoring: Real-Time Insights for Better Growth 

Monitoring crop and soil health is essential for maximizing agricultural productivity 

and long-term sustainability. Advances in technology, including AI-driven systems that utilize 

sensors, drones, and machine learning, offer real-time insights into crop and soil conditions. 

These innovations allow farmers to make informed decisions, maintain ideal growing 

conditions, and tackle issues before they impact yields. By leveraging AI, farmers are shifting 

from traditional manual monitoring to precise, data-driven methods that enhance efficiency and 

crop output. 

Use of Sensors and Drones for Monitoring Crop and Soil Health:  

The use of sensors and drones in agriculture facilitates real-time tracking of soil and 

crop conditions, helping farmers identify nutrient shortages and water stress at an early stage, 

which improves soil fertility and crop development (Sharma and Shivandu 2024). Example: 

Skymet Weather and CropIn Technologies Indian companies such as Skymet Weather and 

CropIn Technologies use drones and sensors to offer real-time monitoring for farmers. 

Skymet's drones track crop health for early issue detection, while CropIn uses sensors to collect 

soil and environmental data, feeding it into AI systems that guide better crop management. 

These efforts help farmers minimize crop loss and boost yields. 

How AI Helps Maintain Optimal Growing Conditions 

AI ensures optimal crop growth by analyzing data from sensors and drones to deliver 

real-time advice on irrigation, fertilization, and pest control, maximizing yields while reducing 

environmental risks. 

 Irrigation Management: AI-driven irrigation systems use soil moisture data and 

weather forecasts to deliver precise water amounts to crops, conserving water and 

enhancing crop health by preventing over- or under-irrigation. 

 Nutrient and Fertilizer Management: AI systems optimize fertilizer use by analyzing 

real-time soil nutrient levels and recommending precise applications, improving crop 

quality and yield while reducing overuse and environmental degradation. 
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 Pest and Disease Detection: AI detects pests and diseases early by analyzing drone 

imagery and sensor data, enabling targeted actions that minimize chemical use and 

prevent widespread crop damage. 

Challenges in Adopting AI in Indian Agriculture 

High Costs and Digital Literacy Barriers: The high cost of AI-driven technologies like 

drones and precision farming tools makes them inaccessible to many small-scale Indian 

farmers. Financial constraints, digital literacy challenges, and language barriers further hinder 

adoption, as many farmers struggle to afford and effectively use AI tools. Efforts to provide 

local-language platforms and training are ongoing, but significant gaps remain. 

 Infrastructure Challenges in Rural Areas: In addition to financial and literacy 

barriers, poor infrastructure in rural India, particularly limited internet connectivity and 

electricity, significantly hinders the adoption of AI in agriculture. 

 Internet Connectivity: Reliable internet access is essential for AI-powered tools, but 

poor connectivity in rural areas prevents farmers from accessing real-time data and 

insights, with high data costs further limiting usage. 

 Electricity Supply: Frequent power outages and inconsistent electricity in rural areas 

hinder the effective use of AI-powered devices like drones and sensors, limiting their 

adoption by farmers. 

 

Role AI in agriculture (Chougule and Mashalkar 2022) 
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Conclusion 

The integration of AI in Indian agriculture has the potential to revolutionize the industry 

by addressing key challenges faced by farmers. AI can improve crop yields, optimize resource 

use, and provide real-time updates on weather and market trends, transforming traditional 

farming into a data-driven, efficient process. Through precision farming, automation of labor-

intensive tasks, and enhanced decision-making, AI can greatly increase agricultural 

productivity, lower costs, and improve farmers' livelihoods. It also streamlines the supply chain 

by connecting farmers directly with consumers, reducing waste and benefiting both parties. In 

the face of climate change, AI offers adaptive solutions that strengthen resilience against 

unpredictable weather patterns. 
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